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BIRMINGHAM STORY 


How Segregation Laws Are Used To Destroy Free 
Assembly, Free Speech, and Civil Liberties Generally 
By JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI 


The reasoning behind the segregation 
laws of Southern states is that Negroes 
are inferior to whites, thus they have 
no rights which white men, especially 
policemen, are bound to respect. 


Behind the fierce opposition of states’ 
rights Democrats to a federal program 
of civil rights is the fear that these laws 
and the pattern of segregation based 
on them, may be weakened. In opposing 
federal action in defense of civil rights, 
the Southern “bolters” are not con- 
cerned primarily with the. principle of 
federal as against states’ rights, they are 
protesting the recognition of civil rights 
for Negroes at any level, national, state 
or local, 


Citizens But No ”Rights” 


On May first a full page advertise- 
ment appeared in the papers of Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, asking citizens to 
vote in the May 4th primaries for a 
slate of Delegates and Electors “who 
won’t vote for Truman or anyone else 
who favors ‘civil rights’ for Negroes 
BEFORE or AFTER the Philadelphia 
Convention.” The name of Eugene 
“Bull” Conner, City Commissioner of 
Public Safety, appeared on this list. 


It was Commissioner Conner who 
caused the Freedom Train to make a 
detour around Birmingham because he 
insisted on enforcing the segregation 
laws. Under “Bull” Conner civil rights 
for Negroes are protected about as well 
as they would be if the city were po- 
liced by the Klan. 


Within the past month it is reported 
that five Negroes have been shot and 
killed by officers. The latest victim of 
police terror was 19-year-old Marion 


Franklin Noble, killed on April 27. 
Noble graduated from Parker High 
School in January. He was the winner 
of a music scholarship. The NAACP 
has called an emergency conference. 


ee 


They say citizens have had their 
NAACP buttons snatched off and 
stomped on by the police who then 
cursed the wearers. Negro business men 
have been beaten. 


On April 26th between noon and one 
o’clock Mrs, Johanna Newhouse, a white 
business woman who has lived in Bir- 
mingham for twelve years, was seated in 
the office of the Southern Negro Youth 
Congress discussing a Wallace petition 
with Louis Burnham, the Executive 
Secretary. Without warning a city de- 
tective arrested her without stating the 
charge. She was questioned by Com- 
missioner Conner and detectives con- 
cerning her political beliefs, held in- 
communicado, and refused permission 
to call a lawyer or to notify her hus- 
band where she was. About 7 p. m. 


she was released and charged with va- 
grancy although she is a property hold- 
er and has been engaged in business in 
the city for more than a score of years. 
She was listed as living in the North 
side in a Negro section, although she 
has occupied her present residence on 
the South side for years and is listed 
in the telephone directory. 


“Bull” Conner Says No Meetings 


The Southern Negro Youth Congress 
announced a southwide legislative ses- 
sion to be held in Birmingham as a 
training school for Negro youth to help 
them find solutions for their many 
pressing problems. 


Commissioner Conner in his self- 
appointed role of censor of public meet- 
ings announced he would do everything 
he could to prevent the meeting from 


taking place. 

Negro ministers who opened their 
churches for the meeting were called 
before the Commissioner. 
threatened with arrest if there was the 


They were 


(Continued on page 2) 


—Courtesy BIRMINGHAM NEWS 


After release from Birmingham jail, charged with violating local segregation 


laws: The Rev. H. Douglas Oliver, James A. Dombrowski, Doris Senk, Edward 


Forrey. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
slightest infraction of the segregation 
laws. According to the press, one min- 
ister was told by Conner that the Klan 
had offered its cooperation to prevent 
the conference from being held. The 
first meeting on Friday night could not 
be held because the intimidation and 
coercion made it impossible to find a 
hall. 


The officers of the SNYC had noti- 
fied Conner that the city ordinance on 
segregation would be observed. The 
first thing on the program when the 
meeting opened Saturday, May first, 
was the reading of Section 859 of the 
law on “Separation of the Races.” The 
one white delegate, Eddie Forrey, a 
member of the NMU from Mobile, was 
seated alone on a bench at the side of 
the church. Later he shared the bench 
with white reporters. The only other 
white persons present were two speak- 
ers, one of them the author of this 
piece. 


Speakers Arrested 

About the middle of the afternoon 
police interrupted the address by Dr. 
Oliver C. Cox of Tuskegee and arrested 
the three white persons in the hall and 
the pastor of the church where the 
meeting was being held, the Reverend 
H, Douglas Oliver. 


The specific infractions of the law 
cited were failure to erect a “physical 
barrier” between the races, seating of 
white and Negro speakers on the same 
platform, and failure to provide sep- 
arate exits and entrances, I am told that 
recently Commissioner Conner was seat- 
ed with Negroes on the platform at a 
labor meeting. The BIRMINGHAM 
NEWS stated: 


“No serious breach, possibly even no 
breach at all, of the Birmingham segre- 
gation law seems to this paper to have 
developed at the Saturday afternoon 
meeting at which four persons were ar- 
rested on charges of violating it.” 


On the way to the jail an officer 
called one of those arrested “a dirty 
New York kike’’ and said he ought to 
see that he did not reach jail alive. 
The prisoner was hit in the face sev- 
eral times by the officer. 


At the jail the group was finger- 
printed and photographed like ordinary 
criminals. The finger-print expert asked 
why I didn’t attend meetings in New 
Orleans; why had I come all the way to 
Birmingham to attend a meeting? I 
replied that it was the right of an 
American citizen to go where he wished. 


He said, well some of those rights ought 
to be taken away. 

Senator Glen Taylor had been an- 
nounced as the speaker Saturday night. 


At the church there appeared to be 
more policemen, detectives, and report- 
ers outside the church than there were 
delegates inside. The church was a 
little one-story frame cottage, formerly 
used as a residence. A sign had been 
tacked up at the front door indicating 
the entrance was for Negroes, and the 
back door, previously nailed shut, had 
been opened for whites. 

Arrest of Senator Taylor 

When Senator Taylor arrived and 
was told that the meeting had been seg- 
regated he refused to speak, but agreed 
to go inside to make a statement to 
that effect. He started up the steps 
alone. An officer blocked his entrance 
at the door. Senator Taylor attempted 
to brush past him. At this point offi- 
cers and detectives intervened. The 
Senator was pushed off the porch. 
There was a brief struggle in the course 
of which Taylor fell over a low barbed 
wire fence and cut his leg. 

On Sunday the final session of the 
conference was held. Phillip Foster, a 
white delegate from Bessemer, Ala., was 
arrested a block away from the church 
and charged with vagrancy. He was 
walking to the meeting with Forrey. 
When the meeting adjourned, a report- 
er, not known to the police, was trailed 
by a squad car and questioned by the 
police, 

Taylor was charged with disorderly 
conduct, resisting an officer, and as- 
sault and battery. He was convicted 
and fined $50 and costs, with a sus- 
pended sentence of 180 days in jail on 
a 6 months probationary period. 

The case was appealed on the ground 
that the segregation ordinance which 
the officer was attempting to enforce 
was a violation of the 14th amendment 
and of civil rights statutes. The right 
of Senator Taylor to go through any 
door he wished to attend a peaceful 
meeting was “a more inalienable right,” 
said Taylor’s attorney, than the right 
of the officers to interfere. 

The cases of the four charged with 
violating the segregation laws was con- 
tinued until June 11th. 

It is interesting to note that the an- 
cient city hall courtroom was filled with 
white and colored citizens about evenly 
divided. Only a wide aisle separated 
them. They entered and left by the same 
doors. 


Sharing a Good Man’s Loss 


Dr. Alva W. Taylor, Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, and one of the most 
beloved champions of social justice in 
the entire South, suffered the loss of 
his home by fire. 


Two of his friends, Rabbi Julius 
Mark, and Dr. Albert E. Barnett, wrote 
a letter to The Christian Century which 
we reproduce below. The first week af- 
ter the appearance of the letter, Dr. 
Taylor received checks totalling 
$466.00, ten of them for $25.00 each. 


We feel certain that the readers of 
The Southern Patriot who are familiar 
with Dr. Taylor’s uncompromising fight 
for progressive causes over such a long 
period of time will want to share his 
loss now. His temporary address is 
given in the letter below and checks may 
be sent direct to him. J.A.D. 


“SIR: Alva W. Taylor’s loss of his 
home and its contents by fire will be 
distressing news to his many friends. 
Dr. Taylor is now 76 years old and has 
for the past twelve years had only par- 
tial employment. Because like Socrates 
he was a truly great teacher and citizen, 
he was denied the privilege of continu- 
ing to teach. 


“His home was more than a place § 
to house his family. It was a means of 
earning a living. He and his family 
lived there and rented three small apart- 
ments. The loss of his home is therefore 
the loss of his principal asset. In the 
evening of his life when earning power 
is gone but heavy obligations remain, 
he should not bear this loss alone. 


“A limited amount of insurance re- 
duces his loss, but the net loss over and 
above insurance is approximately 
$5,000. Two hundred friends, each con- 
tributing $25, can absorb that loss and 
thereby express their sense of indebted- 
ness to one of the great pioneers of the 
social gospel, who has lived so courage- 
ously and unselfishly as to sacrifice his 
own personal and financial security. We 
who sign this letter invite all who read 
it to join us in sending checks directly 
to Alva W. Taylor, whose temporary 
address is 917 Eightenth Ave., N., Nash- 
ville, Tenn.” 


JULIUS MARK 

Rabbi. 

Vine Street Temple, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

ALBERT E. BARNETT 
Professor of New Testament 
Garrett Biblical Institute, 
Evanston, IIl, 
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America’s Health Is Ailing 


140 MILLION PATIENTS, by Carl 
Malmberg, Reynolds and Hitchcock, 
New York, $2.75. 


“America is the healthiest nation in 
the world.” 


You have heard this statement often. 
Unfortunately, it is not true, says Carl 
Malmberg in his important book, 140 
MILLION PATIENTS. 


With respect to babies who die in the 
first year of life, America stood eighth 
from the top in the list of nations, and 
in maternal mortality rates, the United 
States was twenty-second. 


Out of 17,000,000 men aged 18 to 38 
examined by Selective Service, 6,500,- 
000 were rejected because of physical 
or mental defects, (40 percent); be- 
tween the ages of 34-38 the rejection 
rate was 50 per cent. 


On an agerage day about 7,000,000 
persons suffer from illness or disability 
serious enough to prevent them from 
working or functioning normally; half 
of them are sick for 6 months or more 
and more than a million are sick or dis- 
abled for a year or more. 


A survey by the FSA in 1941 among 
2,480 low-income farm families in 17 
states revealed that 96 per cent of the 
persons examined had significant de- 
fects. Only one in a hundred were in 
“prime physical condition.” 


Regional & Economic Differentials 


America, the _ richest democratic 
country in the world, is a country with 
sharp contrasts in the health status of 
the peovle in different geographical 
areas and at different economic levels. 


In four Southern states the death rate 
from typhoid fever—which is prevent- 
able by proper sanitation and immun- 
ization—is more than 5 times as high 
as in New England and more than twice 
as high as in the United States as a 
whole. Diptheria, also preventable, is 
nearly 5 times as high as in New Eng- 
land and about half again as high as in 
the nation as a whole. 


Dysentery, which proper sanitation 
can eliminate, is 18 times as high as 
in New England and nearly 3 times 
higher than the national rate. Pellagra, 
preventable by a proper diet and curable 
with nicotinic acid, kills more than 30 
times as many victims in proportion to 
population as it does in New England 
and 3 times as many as in the country 
as a whole. 


In Jackson County, Miss., on the gulf 


“gold coast’, in 1942 42 per cent of 
the schoolchildren tested were infested 
with hookworm. In some schools the 
rate of infestation was as high as 92 
per cent. Hookworm disease is a seri- 
ous debilitating ailment causing severe 
anemia, weight loss and other symptoms. 


In a section of Harlem the death rate 
from tuberculosis is 3 times that for the 
city as a whole. 


You Can Buy Good Health 


Low income goes hand in hand with 
poor health. The draft showed that 
the states with the lowest income had 
the hightest rate of rejections. 


“In 1943 the death rate from all 
causes among whites in the United 
States was 10.7 per 1,000 population. 
Among people of all other rates, the 
great majority of whom are Negroes, 
it was 12.8 per 1,000, or almost exactly 
where it stood for white people in the 
year 1915. Thus, for approximately 
one-tenth of our population the clock 
of health and medical progress is be- 
hind time by about 28 years. 


“While the poor need the most medi- 
cal care they actually get the least.” 


The Vicious Circle 


“Poverty begets illness, and illness 
forces the victim into deeper poverty.” 
A vicious circle is established from 
which it becomes increasingly difficult 
to escape. The victims produce little 
and they consume little. 


How to Break the Circle 


Raising the standard of living and 
income is a complicated economic oper- 
aiton. By comparison, providing ade- 
quate medical care is much simpler. The 
techniques are known. All that is need- 
ed is to apply them more widely. 


The Example of North Carolina 

Five orphanages in North Carolina 
made an investigation to determine how 
many of the young men whose childhood 
had been spent in the institutions were 
rejected by Selective Service. They 
found that out of a total of 1,138 for- 
mer students called in the draft not more 
than 16 failed to qualify for military 
duty—a rejection rate of only 1.4 per 
cent against a rejection rate for all of 
North Carolina of 56.8 per cent! 


The explanation as given by Dr. Clar- 


ence Poe was: “. . . these orphanages 


are supported by poor people and the 
boys are not coddled, are not given 
luxuries. They are SOUND 


given 
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NUTRITION AND REASONABLY AD- 
EQUATE MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL 
CARE.” 


Saving 300,000 Lives a Year 


Evidently reasonable medical care 
pays big dividends. Yet there is not a 
single state in the Union where such 
medical care is available to all of the 
people, 

If such care were available to all how 
many lives might be saved? 

If, for example, the 1942 infant mor- 
tality rates in 13 Southern States had 
been as low as the rate for the nation 
as a whole, 7,780 babies and 797 moth- 
ers who died in that year would have 
been saved. And if our national death 
rate from all causes could be reduced 
to the lowest state rate, about 3,000,000 
lives would be saved during the next 10 
years. 


That is more than 5 times the num- 
ber of lives lost in combat by the 
United States in 7 wars including World 
War I and World War II. 


Comprehensive legislation has been 
before Congress since 1939 that would 
go far toward providing adequate medi- 
cal care for all. The Wagner, Murray, 
Dingell bill reintroduced with slight 
changes in the 80th Congress by 7 Dem- 
ocratic senators, provides for a nation- 
wide system of personal health insur- 
ance; federal grants for medical educa- 
tion to furnish additional doctors and 
dentists; for medical research; for more 
adequate public health programs; and 
for increased grants for hospital and 
health center construction, especially in 
rural and low-income communities. 
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Books In Brief 





LOST BOUNDARIES, by W. L. White. 
Harcourt, Brace & Co., N. Y., $1.50. 
A true story about a successful and 

highly respected doctor and his family 

living in a small New England town. The 
doctor volunteered for service in World 

War II but was rejected when Navy 

intelligence discovered that he had 

“Negro blood.” Most of the book con- 

cerns the experiences of the doctor’s 

college-age son after his parents share 
their secret of how they had “passed” 

as white. In these ninety pages is a 

story packed with emotion about the 

shadowy edges of American democracy. 

Read it. 


SONS OF THE STRANGER, by Field- 
ing Burke. Longmans, Green & Co., 
N. Y., $3.00. 

One of the best novels about indus- 
trial workers and the labor movement 

written in America. The setting is a 
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western mining town, but the record of 
the heroic struggles of the miners to 
improve their living conditions through 
organization, in the face of bitter pov- 
erty, company terror and state police, 
could be duplicated in almost any 
Southern Appalachian mining commun- 
ity. The characters are unforgettable. 
Those who read “Call Home the Heart,” 
and “A Stone Came Rolling” will find 
that this third novel adds to the stature 
of one of the South’s most talented 
authors. 


OUR CHILDREN ARE CHEATED— 
the Crisis in American Education, by 
Benjamin Fine, Henry Holt & Co., 
N. Y., $3.00. 

“If the American primary and sec- 
ondary school system were a sixty-story 
skyscraper, on the top floor would be 
20,000 New York school children re- 
ceiving an education which costs $6,000 
per classroom a year. Sixty stories down 
would be 38,000 Negro children in 
schools of Arkansas, Georgia, and Ten- 
nessee, receiving financial support of 





A PRAYER FOR TODAY 


By Edwina Dodge Schaefer 

Please, dear God, protect me. The 
smudge pots have been lighted and they 
are belching smoke. I am only a house- 
wife; but the same I am frightened 
because I have a bad habit of speaking 
up in company. This evil you must help 
me overcome lest even I find a smudge 
pot burning under my window. 

So please, God, do not let me argue 
in favor of a society in which all men 
may be allowed equal rights, or even 
let me say that I believe in the brother- 
hood of Man. 

Also please cleanse my thoughts so 
that I may say convincingly that I be- 
lieve all captains of industry to be 
noble, just, honest men. Let me say 
that the reason they find it necessary to 
amass huge profits today is that during 
the war they were practically poor men, 
they were taxes so heavily. Let me feel 
sorry for them and let me cheer them 
on their way so that we may again have 
great tycoons to whom we can point 
with pride. 

Please help me to hate all labor lead- 
ers and to approve all legislation which 
puts the laborer under the kind heel of 
the great industrialists. 

And God, help me to believe in the 
infallibility of the law of Supply & De- 
mand. All the good people believe im- 
plicitly in this unwritten law. Don’t 
even let me suggest right now that 
there might be a better way of working 
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out our economy than by this rickety 
seesaw method. 

You can let me say, God, that I be- 
lieve in Free Enterprise, but please 
don’t let me add: “but Free Enterprise 
can become a menace unless restrain- 
ed.” This appendage would be inter- 
preted as a slur against our great 
monopolies. The pure in heart believe 
that monopolies are lovely institutions, 
the bulwark of our economy. So don’t 
let me so much as aim a verbal pea 
shooter at the lovely institutions’ raf- 
ters, at least not today. 

As you know, dear God, I whole- 
heartedly believe in our democratic 
form of Government, but don’t let me, 
not now while the smudge pots are out, 
be so foolish as to even hint that there 
might be room for improvement. Too, 
put it in my heart to cheer all forms of 
Senatorial investigations. Let me sav 
that these investigations are just and 
that what they unearth is a greater 
menace to our country than the con- 
fusion of thought they evoke and the 
impure tongues they silence. 

Now that you’ve heard my plea, dear 


God,*I beseech you to please get busy 


and make me pure so that I may be 
worthy of joining the ranks of the good 
150 per cent Americans. Amen! 


*Reprinted with permission from The 


Saturday Review of Literature, Jan. 24, 


1948. 


less than $100 per classroom. If a rock- 
et bomb blew off 28 stories of the sky- 
scraper, not a single Negro child in the 
segregated school systems would be 
obliged to leave his classroom. If yet 
another bomb should blow away all the 
building except the 4 bottom floors, 99 
per cent of the white children in the 
United States would have their schools 
destroyed, but over half of the Negro 
school children would be unaffected, At 
best they would have classrooms cost- 
ing $400 per year, with a teacher whose 
salary would be $232 a year in Missis- 
sippi, or $371 a year in South Caro- 
lina.” 

This is the striking way in which Dr. 
Fine presents the problem of dual 
schools. He covers the entire field of 
educational problems and winds up with 
his recommendations of what is to be 
done about it. 


STUDY FOR YOUNG AMERICA 

Note for teachers in public schools 
and Sunday schools: You have read 
about the courage of the Georgia high 
school coach and his wife who defied 
the Klan and protected their home; and 
of a principal who took “free schools” 
seriously. The Southern Farmer pub- 
lished this as a story for youth. Write 
us for a free copy. 


THE EVERGLADES: RIVER OF 
GRASS, by Marjorie Stoneman Doug- 
las. Rinehart & Co., N. Y., $3.50. 
This is more than a story of the little 

known Everglades; it is a history of 

Florida in prose of surpassing beauty. 

Read it if you have lived in the state or 

hope to visit there, and that takes in 

about all of us, 





Additional copies of our 
graphic studies, THE COL- 
OR LINE IN HEALTH, and 
SEGREGATION IN EDU- 
CATION are still available. 
Order from THE SOUTH- 
ERN PATRIOT, New Or- 


leans. 
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